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By AffirAItIDEB Sl{Em tn the WIIMIIEIUI STAB,

Dear Messts. &lLtor.sr

In cup.Llarrce nlth your request of the 3Ottr of !{arch, 1810, I beg Leave to

subudt the foIlowtng deocr{.ptlon of, the county of Rocldnghanr

Roctdnghan county ts bounded on the North by the State of Vlrginial on the

East by CasueLL county; on the south by Guilford corrty (of nUfcn former\y lt was

a parb)l on ttre llest by S0okes county, and ls abort 30 dLeE ln Length fron sast

to west, and between I0 and 20 qdles in breadth fnom norttr to sorttr; and contalns

agneeable to ttre late cengus 10r2I/8. hhabttants, wtrtch glve an lncnease ln the

Lagt 10 years of 21001.

ltre country ls rather broken than 1eveJ., though not mountatneous, nlth a

sa}$rLans air, wtrlch rendors Lt ae healttry, perhaps, as anlr part of $orth Caro-

Una-the atrrospLrere, however, ls subJect to zudden vlolent transltions frou heat

to co1d, and from cold to heat, so comon tn t'he middle and sortherrr etates, owing

chlef,ly to the shlftlag of tbe rl.nd fnon one point to another, nhich are verTr

froquont durfng autwt ard the rinter rcnthE.

flre Lands on the Daa and lbw r{yers, are mstly of a dark rd.eh rcu1dr d.xed

r,rlth sand and are weLL adapted tl the eulture of Indlan cortlr etcr and a:re the rcst

valuable of any ln ttre eountyt which upon an arerage nay be estjsated at about $L0

per acre abort the year L75O. Eobert Jones, (the great attorney), and. Daniel i{eI-

don, bottr of this state, men of gneat specuJ-atlve genl-ous, entered and suweyed

aIL the lrnds on ttrJ.s r{ver fron the lower Sarrra Tosn to the upper, lnclrrding the

latter, ln Stokes corrty, a dlstance of 40 dles tatdrg the neanders of the rtvert

which land they eoLd. fron about If to 25 dollars per hrndred acres, sone of uhlch

coq.ld not now bo got for a less $rm per acre. I?re lards nexU ln quality to theset
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8ro tlre bottom and hfgh Lads on the IIaw raver, the l{ayo and, the M.ttrs r{vers,

and. some of the large ereeks (to uft) lboublesonel lbgans creek, Wolf IsJand.,

Jacobg creek, Beaver Islandr and soee othero3 on wtrtch these are a nar{.ety of

so1l, well adapbed to the culfurre of tobacco, Indlan corn, wtreat, rye, oato, ttre

It:lEh a$r[ sweet potato, aqd rcst of ttre vegetable productLons, nsceBoary fon the

use of mn, and wtrich are co@rn lrr the weEterrr part of the state; and nay bo

estlmated at about $5 p6r dcr€o the next and thfu.d qra}tty of land, cltuate

on the snalL streams and dvrrlets, Le metly of a Llght silr rd.xed rlth stone

and graveL, and mrch better adapted to the culture of eotton ard, some vegetabLe

productLoner than eLther of the above mtl-oned qralLtd.ee; and roay be worth abort

$2.50 per acre. lbe fou'bh and last qrnlAty of lant is generaldy broken, poorr

and stoney, eituated on the dflrfdJxg rtdges betr'pen tJre dlJferent rrmter courses,

the greater part of otrlch is scareely flt for cultlvatlon, and fomerly contrabu-

ted urch to the beneflt and emven:Lence of the cttizens, aE an outlet for theLr

Llve stock, but of Late years, ao poprlation ilrcreased, ttre range has been nearly

eaton otrt; and ls rct at pnesent, rpr.th mrc than fron 50 to 10O cents por acre.

the tL&or, coneJ.ots of a var{.ety of the oak, some of whLch are forrd here

in the groatest perfection, black naluut, cherr5r, hlekoryl chestrnrt, poplarr

(r*rfcn nake exceltort sldngks)r 8Sr beach, e}n, birch, s3rcamre, urlberr5r,

uaplel sweet gum, locust (wtrlcn nake excellent garrlentposts) and sore p{ne of

an lnf,er{.or qualJ.tyi togettrer rlJ,th a varlety of under grorth courn tn the

westene part of the state. Spllgs of excelJ.mt mter aboutd ix aLrcst ev€ry

part of the cor:nty, partlcuJ"arJy m the head mters of the dtfferont stroans

that faLI lnto ttre above nentLoned rtvere-and seall and laqge o:treans, $Lttabl-e

for ndLL seato, and other prqposeo, are lnteretrrraed rrlth prof,rrsLon throqghout

the corrrby.

thle courty was firEt settled tn and abort the year U50 by hturtorsr the

proper p:Loneers of alt now corntr{.os ae the conty Lncreased fu pet'nanent
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settLers, those hunters, l.ike ttre baLL of, e6pi[r€, too]c theLr westem corrse, arul.

soon gavo ray to a deocr{.ptlon of persons rcre enteryrfshg and fuidrs0rtouo, fron

whLch tlre prosent tshabltanbs have Eain\y descended. lttere are no romarkable

ocqrrrences in ttre histor:f of ttris courty, prlor to , or durirtg ttre Revolutionaqy

war, r*orttgr of noticel exeept the battle at Grl.lfor"d Cot:rb Horser whlch more

prcperly belongs to a descrLptLon of that coutty; l0 uay notr bowerer, be in-
proper here to remark, that the cittzens generalJ;r wore zeaLqrs ln the cause of

Ilberty, and mch attached to the princlples of, the BevoLutd.oni Ey of wtrom

vo}rnteered thoLr serrico and narched against the corcn ena4[r rtren occaslon

reqrdred.

Dre Dan, wltlch is the prfurcfpd r{ver tL tn t&e courtyl is a gentle otr.eam,

conflned by banks so h3.gh as to prevent lts often orerflowing, it lo about I00

lrards wide generally, and navlgable by batteau:r to near the rcunta{ns ,Jr $tokes

Courty. I?re rlver, wlrtch was foroer\r weJl Etor"ed wtth ftEh of vard.ous ldtde,

ueandors nittr oarUr nidltngs throrgh tho county in a nortbeasterJy dlneetd.on untll

it lntersects the VLrer.nta llne a LtttLe below the mtrttr of Cagcade crsek. the

Mayo and ffiths r:[vero, ane shaLlow and rapiLd streaasr and eugty thenselvoe Lnto

the Dan frou tlre northweet, by rcuttrs of 60 or 70 fards nlde. Oc both of these

r{vero, near muthe, and on the nain road leadlag fron SalLebuqy and Salem, to

Petenoburg in Vfrgfud.a are dLL seats equd perhaps, to arqr ln the stater and

fom the groatost cataracts ln tlrs courty, tlhich are of, a gentle necent at

l,east a uclle ln leqgtlF-.may lt ls thought by eouer that r&tts on ttre rcet lm-

prored p1a:rr and on a LargB scalo, ldgbt, be erected here lrltb the greatest easet

end urch to the adrmntage of the cLtizens genera$r. Tho llaw rlver and 1?ouble-

sone creek, arlls deep ard mrddy stnoans, and nantowr-ttre botton Lands on these

waters, are Eaid to be mrch the bost f,or neadow of any ln ttre courtyr but lt ts

believed, ttrene are ofitere that wou-ld ansrler tho prrpose veqy weLl. the onJy

merchant dLLs tn the county are erected on theee waters; two of which are the
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property of James Patr{.ck, &q. One ls erected, on a enall bryanch of }hw riv6r,
tho othor, wtrLch Ls rcro rcrtt1y of notice, s:tand,s m the site of the old lron
rsorks on lborrblesone cneek, a never fatllrrg streauS and. on tlre mln road. leadJ-qg

frora S6lisbury to Darnrllle ln Vlrgfria there bellg orrly one rcre lrr ttre county,

nhlch is omred by Peter Wsor at ttro IAgh nock ford. on ltraw rtver. }r Justlce to

the enterprisiry spd.dt of thoee tl'rc gentlem€in, lt ray not be Aml ss here to remark,

that flour of the f,irst quality is nanrfactured here, w?rtch flnd a ready martet

at Petorsburg and FayettoulLle. I?re corrty ls lxtersected ln etrery (Lr"ectlon

nlth consed,errb noads, and sotre $oodeu br{.dges are ttrrown acroEs IIaw r{ver and

lboublesome creek of tolera.ble lorlonanstdp.

Erere are sone Lron dnes, partlcularly ln ttre nelghborhood of the lbouble-

some old iron works, but they are dLsctrssed at pnesenb. Ere works (rdrteh were

enected about the trrear L77O, and pertaps the flrst ln the etate)OtrarrJ4g gono to

ruln. trere Ls llkewlse, specJarcns of the load stone forrnd near the corrfluence

of the Dan qnd So{th rivers, utdch appear to possese Ln an ednent degree, aLL

the vlrtues of the reaL magnet; and lt ls belterred, that ttrerre are varCous othtr
ItLrds of ore ttl.d ln t'he bowels of the oarthl there boing ln different parbs of

the county, several spare uater spnilngs l-upregnated with different ]dnds of oetaL3

those near Ianox CastJ.e; on the watars of llogans creel, are the greatest retrnrte,

and r*ere fomer\y the resorb of the wealthy cltLzens from the eastem par.b of the

state.

Tobacco, cotton, beef,1 porkr flour, fLax seed, wtreat, bees wa:c, ard some

heorp for:n the staple courcdltLes of tbis cornty, the prlrcipsl of t&5.ch ls
tobacco, the mst of lrhlch are carrled to Petersburg and Rtchrcnd tn Vlrglnia,

excepb r&eat and flarc sood, wtrich arti.cles trill better bear the carrlage to

Fayetter1Jle, nhene tJrey neat ntth a nea{y esrket in archarge for sale, mrch to

the proflt, and douestlc converde'nce of the cltLzens generalJy. [he qranttty of

prodrce tlnrs ucported, LE indeed vory colrstderable, but there is no data Uy wtdch

an estLuate of Lts value can be formed wltJr a4y degree of accuracy. ;Xocldngtran
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Lbounds vrlth fhrits of variors ldnds, parttcuJ.ar$ atrryIes and peaches, from rshLch

large quantitles of ciAer arul bran{y ts uade yearly for borc consuepbXon and, some

for market.

Perhaps tere Ls no part of the atate riher'e the peop.Le are nearer upon a

nedirla, than ln tlr.ts co:nty; tb.ls may be eaaldy accounted for, wtren it is re-

colJ.ected that the prLce of laad, has alwatrre been l,ow in couparlson with Lands of

an equal ryal-tty in the eastern part, of the state. The nos:t of our f,armers and

pl.arrters live on J.ands of their orn rtrLch give then an air of tndependence, rare-

ly to be ret wtth lrlr corurtr{.es whone the llborJag parb of the comurl.ty are

vassals and dependant,s on the r:lch. It.ls roi howwer, to be lnfonred from thLs,

that there are rc men of wealth ln the courty, on the contrarlr, ttrere aro nar{rt

sore of !{tltch are of respectable standJag in soclety.

Irakqrll-te and alentwortlr ane t'lre on\y towns ln the county, and they at

pneoent scarceJy deserre the naue, Ioaksv{LLe, stands on a hlgh b}ff on the

nor.th side of Dan r:[ver, near its conf].uemce nlth ffith rlvoer, ,rnd wlthtn ono

d.le of the above mtLoned dUL seat the l.atter. lttts ls a nost d[fgmfiL1

spot and ttre best sLtuated for trade, porhaps, of arqr in the cornty, as lt eor

mand.s a vetT e:rLenaive back courrbqp, the prodrrce of wtrieh (tn conseguenco of a

narrigatLon free of obstnrctlons up and, doun the r{ver) would tnerritably center

here. It $as establlshed by an act of asoemb\y passod Eorte years BBor btrt in

conEequence of a falLure to conplete the na;rrigatton of the Boanoke (on wtrich

contd4genco lts fate depends) ft fres as yot Eade hrt a small lrogress. }b

cannot, however, in Justd.ce to Lts fornder (.lotrn leak, Eaq. r rvtrose zeaL for the

prhllc weLfare far exceeded his abllLty) odt to preod.ee, that at some future

per{odr wtren prb}Ic spd.rllt and patrlotisn shall havo asflmod thelr propor

statlons, ttr.ts town wlLL nlse to that degree and state of ueefit]ress, whLch

nature, and its locaL sltuation have seemed to asoign to it. llentworthr wtrtch

lE the corrty towr, Hhere our courts of Justi'ce are heLd.r lt rcmsrkabLe for
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raqr{"| nothing except its hleh and healttry situatlon lt stands absut three miles

south of the fllver Dan, ix a poor and, broken part of the corrrty, and near lts
centerl we have here a tolerable wooden corrrt horse, pai-nted, and a comn goaS-

build of uood and stone, the roours of whtch are dark and mtserable beyond descrip-

tion; there are likeurlse so&e public houseg for the accomrcdation of strangers,

and the citi.zens generalJy thoryh ocarcel;r ercugb for so populors a courrty. ltre

buitdtngs in thts county are genoralJy of, wood, some frare hrt ttre greater parb

of hewn logs, covered uith shtngles lr:Lth brLck and stone ctdmsSrs, t*rich rcnder

then more wa:m and codorbable tlan elegant.

Although agrd.cultrrre ln the pnesent state, ie mrch infer{.or to what dght

be e:rpected Ln a country erbracing such a varaety of soil, and a clLnate favorabLe

to the pro&rctton of every necessar1r of Ltfer yet is uust be aclmowledged, that

conslderable progress have been made hrtritttl.n a few years past. lTre culturc of

tobacco ant Indian corn (so destructlve to our best lands) v*rtctr have long been

perzued wLth arldtty by mst of the planters has of late yearsr fu soue degrae

given nay to a rotatLon of crops, conststlng of In&lan coral, oats and wheatr-

nheat, for exportatlon, nd.ght be ralsed ln the greatest ahrndance, it proper

emcoragenent '*as gtven by the bulJ.dfutg of rd.Ils suI.table for mamrfachrring it
into flourr ad s lrTF hope ls enterta:Lned, that etor Jongl somo of our wealttty

and enterArising citlzens, trill seo ths necessity, or at least firtd lt to their

lnterest, to erect'r'111s on soile of the rcst eligibLe seats for the pr{pose above

nentLoned. It nilL be seen, by wtrat hao already been sai.d that great i.nprovenents

have been nade in agriculture-and tt Ls r:o less a f,act, that considerable lnpro-

vements hane also been nade, in our donestlc marnrfacfirres; particu-IarJy 1n the

foJ-lowilg arAlclos, to-witr SaddLes, hats, boots, shoes, cabjnet warer carpenter

and houso Jol-ners, d-LthEltghts, r{.f1e and srcothe bore guns, the ttro latter of

wtdeh ar"e executed ln the neatest and best nanner by Capt. ,Ioshua Farr{4gtont

eeualr tf not mrperlor to arqy luported, nor mrgt Lt be forgotten, that the ladies
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hane also made as great a progress tn thelr household mrnrfaetures, vihich has cr.eated

ln some degnee a sp:lrlt of ,emrlatlon, to rrle nlth each other, wtro shal-l be forennst,

nor ts it r:ncomrcn, to see both gentlemen and ladies of the flrst respectabllity, ln
aIL prblic pS.aces of resort, dressed in a fuLL srrlt of homesprur, '**rlch would do honor

to the citizens of any eountry. lhe breed of horses have much improved, brut cattlel sheep a

and hogs have somewhat degenerated, owing chtefLy to the r€nge being eaten out.

Agreeably to the returrn of ttre asslstant mrshal, there are in tJrts country J26

stLIls ln use, fron wtrlch nast quantltles of whlskey and brandy Ls nade year3y, part

of w?rich ls exported to the a{Joinfug states, which very mrch lncrease tho wealth of

those utro have then 1n use. Cotton gj:rg are com,n throughout, tJre county, the rnrnloer

not lcrown, but fully suffielent to clean aL1 ttre cotton for market, and home consurptlon.

Several tan yard.s have been erected ln ttlis county, wtdch would be of the gneatest

utllity, were lt not for the prenailtng practlce of drfdng our beef to market.

Hene, as j.n rcst parbs of the back countrXr, cormrcrce and trade la engrossed by

a few enterpnrislng futdivi&rals, who goner:al.ly keep the peopS.e ln debt to them; too

many of our farmers and pJ-arrters, owE the proceeds of thetr crop to the mer"chant be-

fore Lt ls prt lnto the grourrfl, whtch is ttre pri.rctpal cause of the scarcity of cash

so often felt, nrd couplalned of in ttrls part of the state. Somo of orr planters

rrle their tobacco, hrt the greater parA of ttren anke use of ragorur for the conveJr&ncB

tx of their surplus produce to narket.

Sone shad, and a var:lety of fresh water fish ane caught here, ttrough scarcely

enough for neighborhood consumlrbion. the atrugeon is aa ldrabitant of the Dan, and

LE sometLnes eanght frpm swen to 10 feet long. The wLLd ggoe, rftich about 4O years .

ago were found here i.n the greatest plenty, have for senerral years beon on the decJJ.ne;

the deer, thorrgh few aro hunted by men ard hotuds $lth such eagortross and anldlty

that it ls nery rare to Boo oRoo Fur of vartous klnds ls stJ*Ll caugbt to a conslderable

amorurt, the rcst of wtricb is nanrrfactured lnto hatE for home consumption.

lhe present state of soclety presages the most firr fLatterl4g consequences, and

no people ll the state, perhaps, have made a gneater progr€ss ln civ{Llzation In the
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last few Xearsr than the ci.tl.zens of Roclctnghsn; they are ln general hospiltable

to strarlgers, and atrpear to affect what uay be called a snrg, rather than a splendid

Iray of Ilrrjng.

lle have some plrtrrsicians ard attorneys, utrose practice and rcral character

entitle thero to the patronage of an o,nlightened publtc, and men of the first
natural abtllties, btr now and heretofore, have often been found in the huntble

Halks of Itfe. lIrere have been rp schoole establlshed for the education of

57outh, rcre than for a counon Eglish educatlon of course, we have but few men of

scLeirce or a classicaL educatlon, and alttrotrgh we cannot boast of the progress of

literature, the conparative difference ln the nespect, between t&e preaent time

ard 25 years ago, is ahost beyond conception.

ltrere ls hrt one framed neetlng hquse ln the couty, nnd tbat was bullt by

urtual subscr{.ption, and therefore open to aLL denod.natLons. [bene are a gr.eat

narly (tfre rnrribor not knonn) Uottr Baptists and l{ethodtst houses of worshlp hrllt
ln the mst cheapest roanner of hewn logsr etc.1 r,rhich ane generalJgr Jarge and

conyenlent. Those two pnofesstons are the prevailing ones in the coutty, arptrnsed

to be near\y equal in rnuber of commLcant msribers, etc. there are btrt few

Presbyterians colq)ared rith the rnrn&er of the above naned societies, and st{rL

fewer of Unlversalists, but there sotre, and perhaps rDre than is genera$r

belleved.

Dysentanles and ner/ous fevers, etc. s are the rcst prevailerrt dlseases

ln the slrluner and fa1] se&eorro Bherluattsm, pluersy and other lnfLanmatoly colF

plalrrbs are mst corrmn ln ttre wlnter nrul sprlrg season, internrittant feverst

agues, etc., whlch were formorly a sono scourge to the inhabitants of llan rivert

have of late yoars entlrely dtsappeaned.

Danclng and hor:se raciag are the on\y amrsenents practlced by the citizens

of thls cornty, end ttrese, have ln some degree fal-len off wlttrin a few years past.

Iforbear to mentl.on that rrtLe and abod.nable pnactJ,ce of carrt pJayingr etc.l wttJ.ch

Ls so preralent at orr corrrty court, hotrseo, tanerns, et'c., and nany otJrer nefarlous
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practlces to delude the young and r:nwarr1r, as they caruot be too sorerely repno-

hended. by eveqy honest anA patrnotic citizeu.

lhe foregoing descr{ption hes been thronn together r:nder clrcunetances not

mst favorabLe; nay I am firJ.ly senslble of its defects ln point of style, but

the nrbstance matter as far as it goes ther"e5.n contained, I belleve ts strbstantialty

"rld corr.ect6

uISIO1UCAI T'ACTS

ErlLtors lleyLew:

I was very rmrch lnteresterl in r"ea&tng an article Jn yorrr paper of necetxt

date wrltten by Ale:cander fttead and pnrblJ.ghed lro the l{llnd.4[on Star. rdouJ.d ]:i.ke

to say that he was ry great'-great-uncLe. I or,rn and Llve on hl.s fanu and llve jn

the sam6 house (r,Atn some aclditions to tJre horrse) that he br[tt b L7t3. He dled

fu 1825 and ie burj.ed at ttre edge of the 3ar.rl. ltre i-nscrLption on the rock at

his glnlre can be easily read.. IIs was reglster of deeds of limldaghan cornty

about LM. I hsve sone deeds to land written by trim 1n 1&O. I hane this
year a colored tenant on the fart whoEe graidfather rvas a ELave of Alexander

SYread.

ErLs farm has bam l.a possesslon of thc &read fad.l;r cd.nce lt$ ard oone

of the fatdl.y has Lfirod on t;e plaee glnce that tlse.

il. t. ftread

Stonerrille, I{orth Carolfua


